A  YEAR IN THE LIFE OF RUBY MURRAY
1956
(Cuttings collected by Sandy Everitt  29th December 2005)

In 1955 Ruby Murray had walked away with every honour in the vocal field, topping every poll, appearing before the Queen in the Royal Variety Show, staying in the Hit Parade practically the year round.

By now Ruby was reputedly earning £25,000 a year and enjoying the luxury of a £10 a week flat near Regent’s Park, London but was still the simple, unassuming girl who had first appeared in “Quite Contrary”. The Tin Pan Alley men had predicted no future with a public that wanted showmanship but altered their ideas when 500,000 copies of “Softly, Softly” had been  sold in three months.

January, 1956 began at a hectic pace.

Appearing in “Painting the Town” with Norman Wisdom at the London Palladium. It ran for 7 months, ending on March 3rd. 

January 27 - Melody Maker’s “Night Out with the Stars” Ball at the Albert Hall, London.

January 28 - ATV series. Ruby to be chief attraction in the “Saturday Showtime” programme presented by Bernard Delfont every Saturday from 8.45 - 9pm.

January 29 - New Musical Express Pollwinner’s Concert at the Royal Albert Hall. “Little Ruby Murray, sweet and demure in a simple black gown, lacked stage poise and has little control over her breathing. But I admire her for choosing two comparatively new songs, instead of relying on her well-worn record favourites, and although nervous, she held a hushed audience enthralled.

January 30 - “Off the Record”, BBC - TV’s fortnightly series. Ruby and Norman Wisdom sang their new Columbia record “Boy Meets Girl”. It was presented from a dressing room of the London Palladium in between the twice-nightly shows in which they were appearing.

It was a tricky operation, for the programme came from BBC Lime Grove, where Jack Payne did his usual introduction and Stanley Black and his orchestra played the accompaniment, with Ruby and Norman singing five miles away.

Eldon Press published a 96 page book “Stars off the record” for the price of 5 shillings which included pictures of Ruby.

February saw the release of “Oh please make him jealous/For now, forever”.

In February’s “Home Chat” magazine Ruby appeared modelling a pinafore dress and blouse. The cut-out material for these could be bought for under £2.

A Lawrence Wright ad in the NME - “Ruby Murray set the seal on the new WRIGHT hit - LUCKY STAR in her brilliant and inspired performance last Saturday evening on TV.”

March - At the end of the Palladium show Ruby flew to New York for a three week coast to coast tour accompanied by Columbia chief Norrie Paramor and his wife. The departure hall at London airport was crowded with fans and some Irish pipers.

A special package safely locked in Norrie’s case was the NME award to Frank Sinatra, voted the outstanding singer in a recent poll.

As she left Britain headlines appeared in British newspapers about Ruby’s angry response to “sexy” glamour pictures being shown in America. The photos for the posters had been taken in Britain but the neckline had been cut away to reveal a plunging neckline. Ruby complained - “The posters make me look as if I have got nothing on.” and asked for the photos not to be used.

 

Ruby arrived with considerable fanfare. Capitol records welcomed her with a large ad in “The Billboard” which mentioned her current Capitol release “Oh please make him jealous”. On March 7 Capitol held a cocktail party for her at the White & Gold Room of the plush Hotel Plaza where she was introduced to a host of celebrities and music business figures. Quote from one platter spinner accustomed to interviewing the more temperamental US brand of singer “I can’t believe she’s a top record seller. She’s just a nice little girl” and Dean Martin left a party specially to meet her.

On March 9 it was reported that negotiations were proceeding for her to appear in two peak TV programmes - “The Dorsey Brothers Stage Show” for CBS on the 17th, alternatively an Ed Sullivan “Toast of the Town” shot had been mooted. If one of these programmes were finalised Ruby would break her journey from New York to Canada - where she was visiting her sister, prior to returning home.

In Hollywood, Norrie Paramour and Ruby presented the NME award to Frank Sinatra. Sinatra famously commented, on hearing Ruby’s husky voice, that is was a good job she didn’t have to sing with a cold like that!

By telephone to a British reporter Ruby declared it was very exciting “But the lifts, they don’t agree with me they go so fast. I’m going to have to walk up the stairs”.

Her return home on the 28th March brought a surprise for her mother as she arrived back with her 25 year old sister Lillian and her daughter from Canada. She had not seen Lillian since she was eight. There were tears all round.

Her arrival back home coincided with another Columbia release “I know I’m home”.

Ruby’s response to the tour? She said “I met more people in three weeks than I have in the whole of the rest of my life. Oh! I am so exhausted….and to think I didn’t sing once during the whole tour”.

Two days after returning Ruby was at the Savoy Hotel, London for a party organised by EMI to celebrate her 21st birthday. During the special luncheon she was presented with an HMV console TV set and blew out the candles on a shamrock shaped birthday cake. EMI announced a “National Birthday Week” for Ruby commencing the following Saturday when she unveiled an 11 foot square picture of herself at the HMV West End showrooms in Oxford Street, London. Another party was arranged by Joan and Norrie Paramor at their NW London residence after which Ruby returned to Ireland for two week’s of complete rest.

Into April and Ruby returned to variety at the Birmingham Hippodrome. The newspapers reported a nasty incident at a Birmingham Hotel when Ruby had her right arm scalded after dinner when a coffee pot was accidentally spilled. Elbow length gloves covered her bandages at her evening performance.

Her appearance at Birmingham was followed by weeks at Bristol (30th) Newcastle (May 7), Shrewsbury (14th, Edinburgh (21st), Glasgow (28th) and Liverpool (June 4)

By this time the press were eager to find some romantic involvement for Ruby and an article appeared in the “Sunday Pictorial” on the 22nd April entitled “Ruby’s Secret Snap” - a picture with singer Danny Purches. “At £33,000 a year she can’t risk love”. But Danny was not the only singer rumoured to be Ruby’s Jimmy Unknown. Ronnie Carroll, who came from the same street in Belfast was rumoured to have been at Ruby’s 21st birthday party and danced cheek to cheek. What did Ruby have to say? “She admitted nothing and denied everything where romance was concerned” reported the Pictorial.

 

May 18 - saw the release of “Honestly I do/You are my first love” from the soundtrack of 

“It’s Great to be Young”

June 1st - Announcement of a “Major film role for Ruby Murray” in her first full length feature film starring Frankie Howard titled “The Revolving Door”. Appearing at the Empire, Glasgow Ruby told the NME “I am looking forward to it immensely. I hope to start filming on it before my summer show starts at the Hippodrome, Brighton on July 2nd. “

Her role - an Irish kitchen girl.

Meanwhile, Capitol in the States was giving the full treatment to Ruby’s “A voice in the choir” which had not then been released in Britain, following with a Billboard ad for “Please hold me…/ A voice in the choir.

June 9 - Ruby completed a provincial variety tour at the Liverpool Empire and almost immediately left by air for Juan-le Pins to spend a holiday.

June 18 -” The sequences in which Ruby Murray stars were shot at Nettlefold Studios, Walton upon Thames in the renamed film “A Touch of the Sun”. Said producer Raymond Stross: “I thought she’d be good but she surpassed my wildest expectations. She has a sort of magic sincerity and simplicity that shines out”. In the cabaret scene Ruby is seen to her best advantage singing two new numbers “In love” and “O’Malley’s Tango”.

July 2 - The opening of Bernard Delmont’s “Light up the Town” at Brighton Hippodrome had the look and atmosphere of a Palladium first night. Ruby shared the programme with Tommy Fields, Reg Dixon and Audrey Jeans. The show was scheduled for ten weeks, terminating on September 8

In August it was reported that following on from “Light up the Town”, Ruby would undertake TV dates in Holland and then return to Belfast for a few days holiday

End of August - “It only hurts for little while/Teddy O’Neil” was released.

NME best selling records list w/e 29th August showed “You are my first love” entering at number 19.

TERSE VERSE: R is for Ruby Murray

Ruby’s singing; Irish exiles

Search for hankies

Dab that tear. But HER thoughts are

Far from Galway:

Ruby’s joyful

That’s she’s here.

Other colleens

Yearn for England

When their mothers

Whisper hints:

Cork to Belfast

Of the money

Murray Mints

September 17 - Ted Heath BBC TV programme “Listen to my Music” introduced Ruby Murray and Lita Roza.

September 23 - Ruby starred in “Sunday Night at the Palladium”.

 

October 1 - Ruby commenced an eight week tour of stage dates at leading ABC theatres.

October 29 - Ruby Murray was one of the guests on the BBC tv presentation “Off the Record”, singing “True Love”.

November 3 - ITV’s “Tribute to Yorkshire” programme.

Early in November the long awaited production of “A touch of the sun” made its debut.

November 15 - Ruby appeared in the first of Val Parnell’s “Saturday Spectacular” series for ATV.

December 2 -Daily Mirror Disc Festival on the Independent television network. The cast was chosen by Daily Mirror disc fans in a nation-wide poll. Each artist received a Daily Mirror disc-oscar, a symbolic statuette that incorporated a silver record.

December 3 - “Singing star Ruby Murray left Blackbushe Airport early in the morning on the first lap of a packed four week tour to entertain service personnel in the Middle East, Malta and North Africa. She is due to return around the beginning of January”.

